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I N T R O :
On August 27th at approximately 12:00, the Maynard Fire Department was notified of an open container of Mercury 
at a residence on Martin Street. Upon discovery of the mercury the regional hazardous materials team was activated. 
Further investigation revealed a number of chemicals stored in the basement. The EPA was brought in to begin clean-up 
operations. The Maynard Fire Department, Maynard Board of Health, and the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) are coordinating a removal of hazardous material including mercury and other chemicals. At this time, 
there is no threat to public safety or to public health. 

B A C K G R O U N D
EPA is working to remove hazardous chemicals that 
were found in a residence in Maynard, MA. On August 
27, 2012, the Hazardous Materials Response Division of 
the Massachusetts Department of Fire Services request-
ed EPA assistance at the residence.  EPA responders 
arrived on-scene to assess the situation on August 27th, 
and on August 28th work crews began working to 
remove the hazardous materials.  Most of the chemicals 
were stored in the basement of the home on Martin 
Street, and the first job of the crews was to create a 
work zone in the basement to assess, organize and 
remove chemicals.  Crews will evaluate the residence for 
hazardous materials in the coming days.

C H E M I C A L S  O F  C O N C E R N
One of the most prominent chemical of concern is 
mercury found in an open container in the basement 
of the residence.  Elevated levels of mercury have been 
detected in the indoor air.  Crews are working to clean 
the residence using air ventilation and other mercury 
removal techniques.   

There were other chemicals found in the residence, 
including toluene, ammonium hydroxide, hydrochloric 
acid, vanadium pentoxide, lithium metal, and ammo-
nium nitrate. These chemicals will also be removed 
from the residence and do not currently pose a risk 
to human health.  

E P A  R E S P O N S E  A C T I O N
EPA has been responding to the situation since August 
27th, and will continue to work at the residence until 
the chemicals are safely removed from the property. 
EPA response workers will have multiple vehicles 
parked outside the site, including a chemical storage 
box that will be used to safely take the chemicals off 
site. The Maynard Fire Department provided a fire 
truck and crew on-scene for the first few days of the 
response.  They will continue to work closely with the 
EPA responders throughout the entire response action.


