Recommendations from The Maynard Historical Commission relative to
the Coolidge School Building

Voted and approved in meeting of June 11" and as presented and conveyed to the Coolidge Re-Use Task
Force by Ken Neuhauser.

The Commission recommends a two-stage approach to historic preservation for the Coolidge School
Building: First, a deed restriction to protect the most significant and essential elements relative to
historic character and significance. Second, encourage the preservation of additional elements of
historic significance through an adaptive re-use.

Preservation Restriction

The Commission recommends a preservation restriction on the deed with the following specific
restrictions:

1. Materials, architectural elements and details for the West (front) elevation and one of either the
North or South elevations.
Materials, architectural elements and details to include:

e Brick masonry

e (Caststone trim

e Window openings with cast stone splayed keystone lintels

e Granite water table (foundation)

e Brick quoins at corners

e Wood brackets at overhang

¢ Denticulated pediment (for the front)

e Arched entry

2. The form and material characteristics of the West, South and North roof slopes including the
prominent brick ventilation/chimney shafts. Specifically:

e Slate or material of substantially similar properties and appearance to be maintained as
the roof cladding system.

e Copper or copper coated metal as exposed flashing elements and chimney/vent cap

¢ Modifying the West gable, that is behind and partially obscured by the curvilinear
pediment, to improve drainage and durability of the structure would be excepted from
restriction.

e Skylights in plane with the roof and penetrations as necessary for mechanical systems
provided these occupy only a small (<15% in total) percentage of the particular roof
slope and do not obscure or interfere with the hips, would be excepted from restriction.

3. The paired stair at the West side of the central hall from the level of the first floor to the second
floor.
4. The central hall of the first floor inclusive of:
e Wood paneled doors and glazed side lights at West and East end



e Two sets of plastered arches and Doric columns
e Wood flooring

Preservation of Additional Elements of Historic Significance

There are many other elements of the building that contribute to its unique character, are fine examples
of period building, or provide evidence of educational practices of earlier period in the history of a New
England mill town. Rather than list specific elements for preservation or attempt to establish a priority,
the Commission recommends that the Town seek a developer/owner who will renovate the building
according to the guidelines of the Federal Historic Tax Credit Program. As noted in the Epsilon memo, a
large (but flexible) array of elements would likely be required to be preserved in a federal tax credit
redevelopment. Rather than try to guess which elements would be compatible with an as yet unknown
future use, the Commission recommends that it is best to defer to this well established process as it will
likely arrive at a substantially equal result relative to preservation of the building while imposing less
restrictions on use.



